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12:00 p.m.
Adoration: Thurs 11:45 a.m. through Fri 6:30 a.m.
Confessions/Confesiones: Thu/Jue & Fri/Vier 6:00 p.m.

January 2, 2022

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE, CO-PATRONESS

OF THE UNBORN — VISION STATEMENT

In the spirit of the Holy Family of Nazareth, the mission
of Our Lady of Guadalupe parish is to be a humble, bilin- §

gual, pro-life, pro-family Catholic community, joyfully i s | OF THE LORD
announcing the Gospel. We welcome all to religious edu- \
cation in the fullness of the Truth entrusted to the Church.
We invite all to celebrate with reverence and unity the
real presence of Christ in the rites of our Liturgy. We call
our members to the humble obedience of faith and to sac-
rificial service for the sake of building up the Body of
Christ.

Magi from the east
arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is the newborn
king of the Jews?

We saw his star at its rising and

have come to do him homage.”
Matthew 2:1-2

AUDACITY

There is a spirit of audacity in our readings today. During a time of injustice and threat of invasion, the prophet Micah
boldly announces that the God of insignificant Israel will raise up a leader from backwater Bethlehem, and this leader will
bring justice and peace to the whole world. In the Gospel, Elizabeth and Mary, marginalized women, brazenly celebrate
that their sons will be world-changing instruments of God. We further learn that this audacity is rooted in trust in God. The
author of Hebrews describes the faithful obedience of Jesus. Mary is shown as the exemplar of faithful trust in God. This is
the way God often seems to work, in the ordinary and marginalized in our world. Those who seem weak have learned to
trust in God’s strength. These have the audacity to become instruments of God’s peace and justice.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
Today’s Readings: Micah 5:1-4a; Psalm 80, Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

January 1 - January 8

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Saturday January 1st

5:30 pm (Church) Anniversary of Gerardo & Guadalupe Ramirez

7:00 pm Sp. (Church) Cumpleafios de Mirna Guzman / Familia

Sunday January 2nd

6:45 am Eng. (Church) Parishioners

8:15 am Sp. (Shrine) § Cecilia Benitez

10:00 am Eng. (Church) In Thanksgiving / Orozco Family

10:00 am Sp. (Shrine) T Olga Acevedo / Familia Acevedo

11:45 am Eng. (Shrine) Birthday of Cindy Cerda

12:00 pm Sp. (Church) Guadalupanos Vivos & Difuntos

1:45 pm Sp. (Shrine) 1 Luis Paulino Ramirez / Mama

5:30 pm Sp. (Shrine) T Agustina Gonzalez / Patricia

6:30 pm Eng. (Church) 1 Rafael Patifio / Esposa e Hijos

Monday January 3rd CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY

7:00 am Eng. (Church) 1 Sofia Maya & Margarita Lara

8:00 am Sp. (Church) Accion de gracias al Divino Nifio

Tuesday January 4th SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON

7:00 am Eng. (Church) 1 Maria del los Angeles Hernandez

8:00 am Sp. (Church) Cumpleaiios de Héctor Cabrera / Maxi

Wednesday January Sth SAINT JOHN NEUMANN

7:00 am Eng. (Church)  Urbano Cervantes / Family

8:00 am Sp. (Church) ¥ Humberto Gutiérrez & Juana Torres

Thursday January 6th CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY

7:00 am Eng. (Church) 1 Maria de la Concepcion Gonzalez

8:00 am Sp. (Church) Sacerdotes O.S.J. / Arcelia

Friday January 7th CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY

7:00 am Eng. (Church) Holy Souls in Purgatory

8:00 am Sp. (Church) 1 Isidro Vidal / Altagracia

9:00 am Bil. (Church) Elderly and sick SJS Sisters and
caregivers

7:00 pm Sp. (H.S.) T Javier Gonzalez

Saturday January 8th CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY

8:00 am Sp. (Church) Familia Gutiérrez Garcia

Pray for - Oren Por Los Fallecidos
Maria Bejarano & Maria Cardenas who died recently.

The Epiphany of the Lord January 2, 2022
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!
Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.
— Isaiah 60:1
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PARISH DIRECTORY
Oblates of St. Joseph
Fr. Larry Toschi, O.S.J./Pastor Ext. 203
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sperez(@osjusa.org
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Parish Office:

(661) 323-3148 ¢ Fax (661) 323-6016
Angela Aguilar/Office Manager Ext. 212
angela@guadalupebakersfield.org
Moénica Alamillo/Secretary Ext. 202
monica@guadalupebakersfield.org
Cynthia Jiménez/Receptionist Ext. 202
cynthia@guadalupebakersfield.org
Dayana Guzman/Receptionist Ext. 201
dayana@guadalupebakersfield.org
Office Hours
Monday 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Tuesday thru Friday
9:00 am to 12:30 pm & 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday

School
(661) 323-60594 Fax (661) 323-6058
Sr. Susana Del Toro Vargas S.J.S/Principal
sdeltoro@olgsjs.org
Dora Loreto/Secretary
dloreto@olgsjs.org

Religious Education
(661) 323-7642 ¢ Fax (661) 323-6016
Aida Nufiez/Director
aida@guadalupebakersfield.org
Heidi Mufioz/Assistant
heidi@guadalupebakersfield.org
Office Hours
507 E. 11th St.
Monday thru Wednesday
10:00 am to 12:30 am & 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm
And 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm
Saturday 10:00 am to 12:00 pm and 12:30 to 2:00 pm
Sunday 9am to 12pm
Closed Thursday and Friday

Virginia Ruiz/Campaign Director (661) 323-3073
olgcampaign@guadalupebakersfield.org

Cynthia Jiménez/Safe Environment (661) 323-3070
cynthia@guadalupebakersfield.org

Ministries
Nallely Sanchez/Youth Minister (661) 731-2454

Rosa Muiioz/Liturgy Coordinator (661) 809-4534
Toiia Castellanos/Pro-Life Coordinator (661) 397-4811
Maria Neri/Bereavement Coordinator (661) 832-8681

Sandra Garcia/Miscarriage (661) 633-4476

Virginia Ruiz/Post-Abortion Healing (661) 281-9536

Crescenciano Rosales/Grupos de Oracion (661) 327-0832
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Church Shrine

Collections | 12/19/2021 | Collections | 12/12/2021
5:30 pm Sat. $583[8:15 am $1,860
7:00 pm Sat. $432110:00 am $1,688
6:45 am $638 | 11:45am $826
10:00 am $1,730| 1:45 pm $1,752
12:0 pm $1,470(5:30 pm $900
6:30 pm $832
Total $5,685 | Total $7,026

MAIL & WALK IN DONATIONS FOR THIS WEEK: $758
ToTAL FOR WEEK TO 12/12/2021: $13,469

BuiLDING FunDp ToTAL To 11/30/2021
Total in the Bank $5,537,288.55

12/12/2021 SEcOND COLLECTION:
BurLpinGg Funp $7,995

EVENTS CALENDAR

CALENDARIO DE EVENTOS :
|
| Sat.-Sun. 1/15-16 Retiro Familia Natural Vive Mejor—OLG Hall I

Thurs.-Sat. 1/14-22 Holy Spouses Novena M-F 7:00pm, Sat. 6:30pm,

Sun. 5:30pm |

Sun. 1/23 Holy Spouses Mass & Blessing of Engaged Couples &

Renewal of Marriage Vows 11:45pm. Eng. & 1:45pm Sp. Shrine |

| Sun.-Sat. 1/30-2/5 Catholic Schools Week I
Wed. 2/2 Blessing of Candles 8:00am—Church
| Sun. 2/6 Consecrated Life Day |
Sat. 2/12 Reverse Raffle—Shrine
| Tues.-Fri. 2/22-25 Oblates Away— Communion Services |
| Wed. 3/2 Ash Wednesday—Multiple Services I
Fri. 3/4-4/8 Stations of the Cross 7:00pm Bilingual—Church
| Tues.-Wed. 3/10-18 St. Joseph Novena M-F 7:00pm, Sat. 4:45pm |
Sun. 5:45 pm :

OFFICE WILL CLOSED TOMORROW
JANUARY 3RD FOR NEW YEAR’S DAY

OriciINA CERRADA MANANA
3 pE ENERO POR EL DiA DE ANO NUEVO

THis WEEK SECOND COLLECTION
The Second Collection for this week will be for The
Building Fund. Thank You for your generosity.

Building
kFund,,,.m

EstA SEMANA SEGUNDA COLECTA
La Segunda Colecta de esta semana sera para el fondo de
Construccion. Gracias por su generosidad.

PRIMER VIERNES DEL MES
ESTE VIERNES 7 DE ENERO

Gran Asamblea
7:00 PM—Misa y Hora Santa en la
Mision del Espiritu Santo

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
The Epiphany of the Lord
At the Mass during the Day
O God, who on this day revealed your
Only Begotten Son to the nations
by the guidance of a star,
grant in your mercy
that we, who know you already by faith,
may be brought to behold the
beauty of your sublime glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:
What can I do this week to come to know God better?

RETIRO “LA FAMILIA NATURAL VIVE MEJOR”
Se llevara a cabo el fin de semana 15 y 16 de enero del
2022 en el Salon Guadalupe de 8am a 6pm. Este es un
taller para parejas casadas, parejas comprometidas y para
cualquier adulto interesado. Temas cubiertos: sexualidad,
matrimonio, comunicacion, paternidad responsable, for-
macion, familia natural y la mision de la familia. Para
mas informacion favor de llamar a la oficina de la parro-
quia al 323-3148 o a Francisco y Veronica Hernandez al
333-7047.

ORACION DE LA SEMANA
La Epifania del Seiior
Misa del dia
Sefior Dios, que en este dia
manifestaste a tu Unigénito a las naciones,
guiandolas por la estrella,
concede a los que ya te conocemos
por la fe, que lleguemos a contemplar
la hermosura de tu excelsa gloria.
Por nuestro Sefior Jesucristo, tu Hijo,
que vive y reina contigo en la unidad del
Espiritu Santo y es
Dios por los siglos de los siglos.

Pregunta de reflexion:
(Qué puedo hacer esta semana para conocer mejor a
Dios?



THE DIOCESE OF FRESNO 1S HIRING!
Safe Environment Program Coordinator
This position works closely with the Director of Human
Resources to promote the understanding of Safe Environ-
ment in its broadest scope. Implements diocesan goals of
Safe Environment as set forth by the Bishop using appro-
priate Church documents as foundational resources. Op-
erates within a team context and engages in significant
ministry collaboration to deliver resources and services to
parishes, organizations, and diocesan departments.
Learn more:
https://dioceseoffresno.org/office-of-human-resources/

RETROUVAILLE EN ESPANOL
(Esta en problemas tu matrimonio?
Retrouvaille, es un Programa para matrimonios en crisis.
Una LUZ de esperanza para Matrimonios.
Proximo fin de semana 14, 15y 16 Enero 2022
La esperanza esta al alcance de una llamada telefonica.
Para mas informacion favor de llamar a David Aguilar al
209-622-60863 o con Lupe Aguilar al 209-622-8064.
El cupo es limitado.

CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE ARE IN NEED OF
FAMILIES LIKE YOURS!

By August 2021, 2,282 children were and continue to be
involved in the foster care system within our community,
according to the Kern County Department of Human Ser-
vices (DHS). The statistics show the median age of a foster
child as eight years. Twenty-eight months is the average
length for continued services, a period that often encom-
passes more than two years in a child's life. According to
national statistics, an estimated 10 percent of foster chil-
dren spend more than five years in the system.

Victory Family Service strives to support and improve the
lives of children and youth in foster care. We recruit, sup-
port, and train resource (foster) parents to care for children
who have been removed from their families due to abuse
or neglect.

Even if your household isn't ready to become a resource
family at this time, there are so many ways that your pres-
ence in the life of a foster child can make a difference.
Therefore, we will be at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church
on California next weekend 8th and 9th of January, 2022,
after Mass to provide more information and answer all
your questions.

iNINOS EN CUIDADO TEMPORAL NECESITAN
FAMILIAS COMO LA SuUYA!

En Agosto 2021, 2,282 nifios se encontraban y se encuen-
tran aun dentro del sistema de cuidado temporal (Foster
Care en inglés) en nuestra comunidad de acuerdo al Depar-
tamento de Servicios Humanos del Condado de Kern
(DHS). Las estadisticas muestran que la edad promedio de
los nifios en Foster care es de ocho afios. Veintiocho meses
es el tiempo promedio para estos servicios, un periodo de
tiempo que implica mas de dos afios en la vida de un nifio.
De acuerdo a las estadisticas nacionales, un aproximado
del 10 por ciento de los nifios en el sistema permanecen
por mas de cinco afios en el sistema de cuidado temporal.

Victory Family Services se dedica a brindar apoyo y mejo-
rar la vida de los nifios y jovenes en cuidado temporal. No-
sotros reclutamos, apoyamos y entrenamos a padres de
apoyo para cuidar a niflos que han sido removidos de sus
familias por abuso infantil o negligencia.

Aun si su hogar no esta listo para convertirse en un hogar
temporal en este momento, existen muchas formas de que
su ayuda puede hacer la diferencia en la vida de un nifio.
Estaremos en la iglesia de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe
en la California el proximo fin de semana 8 y 9 de Enero,
2022, después de Misa para mas informacion y responde a
todas sus preguntas.

NEXT SATURDAY NIGHT ADORATION
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Come spend time with our Lord in the Blessed Sacra-
ment, next Saturday, from 9:00pm to 6:00am. For more
information call José at 379-2619 or parish office at 323-
314

VocatioN HoLy HOur
Please join the Oblates of St. Joseph Priests, Sisters Serv-
ants of the Blessed Sacrament and the vocation group to
pray for an increase in vocations before the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Thursday, January 13, 2022 at 7:30pm at the church.

Flocknote
Scan the QR code with your phone to register and receive
regular text/email information from our parish. b

EL SABADO QUE VIENE ADORACION NOCTURNA
AL SANTISIMO SACRAMENTO
Ven a pasar tiempo con nuestro Sefior en el Santisimo Sa-
cramento el sdbado que viene de 9:00pm a 6:00am. Para

mas informacion favor de llamar a José Hernandez al 379-
2619 o la oficina parroquial al 323-3148

HORA SANTA VOCACIONAL
Por favor tinase a los Padres Oblatos de San José, Herma-
nas Siervas de Jests Sacramentado y el grupo vocacional
para la Hora Santa Vocacional ante el Santisimo Sacra-
mento para orar por aumento de vocaciones. El jueves 13
de enero, 2022 a las 7:30pm en la Iglesia.

Of+10 Flocknote
] '-.'"

il 7} Escanee el codigo QR con su teléfono para

Registrarse y recibir informacion de nuestra parroquia
por mensaje de texto/correo electronico




CHARITY GROUP

Our parish is starting a new charity group to serve needy
families in our church and in the community. We are
looking for people interested in joining this group. We
will have an informational meeting on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 19th at 6:00pm in St. Therese room at the Shrine.
Group leaders are encourage to attend. For more infor-
mation you can contact Rosalie Martinez at 703-5343 or
Sally Ruiz at 340-4496.

HoLy SPOUSES MAss

Feast of Mary and Joseph, the Holy Spouses is Sunday,
January 23rd. We will have 2 Masses at shrine, 11:45am
in English and 1:45pm in Spanish. All couples married in
the Church are invited to renew their wedding vows, and
couples preparing for marriage in the church will receive
a special blessing, and those couples who are prepared to
be enrolled in the Holy Spouses Society will be able to
enroll at that time.

YEAR OF THE FAMILY
The Year of the Family continues through June 26, 2022.
This is a call to imitate the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph, totally united in the love of God and of each
other. Here is a short prayer to repeat throughout the rest
of this special year:

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, during this Year of the Fami-
ly, renew our world with a greater appreciation of God’s
wonderful plan for marriage, children, and family.
Enlighten and assist our families. Amen.

GRUPO DE CARIDAD

Nuestra parroquia estd comenzando un nuevo grupo de caridad
para servir a las familias necesitadas en nuestra iglesia y en la
comunidad. Buscamos personas interesadas en unirse a este
grupo. Tendremos una reunion informativa el miércoles 19 de
enero a las 6:00pm en el salon Santa Teresa del Santuario. Se
anima a los lideres de grupo a asistir. Para obtener mas informa-
cion, puede comunicarse con Rosalie Martinez al 703-5343 o
con Sally Ruiz al 340-4496.

MisA DE LOS SANTOS Esposos

Fiesta de los Santos Esposos Maria y José el domingo 23
de enero. Tendremos 2 Misas en el santuario, a las
11:45am en Inglés y a la 1:45pm en Espanol. Todas las
parejas casadas por la Iglesia estan invitadas a renovar sus
votos matrimoniales y las parejas que se estan preparando
para casarse en la Iglesia recibiran una bendicion especial.
Las parejas que estan preparadas para inscribirse en la
Sociedad de los Santos Esposos pueden hacerlo ese dia.

ARNO DE LA FamILIA
El Ao de la Familia continiia hasta el 26 de junio de 2022. Este
es un llamado a imitar a la Sagrada Familia de Jesus, Maria y
José, totalmente unidos en el amor de Dios y el uno por el otro.
Aqui hay una breve oracion para repetir durante el resto de este
afio especial:

Jesus, Maria y José, durante este Aiio de la Familia, renueven
nuestro mundo con un mayor aprecio del maravilloso plan de
Dios para el matrimonio, los hijos y la familia. Iluminen y
ayuden a nuestras familias. Ameén.

BETHLEHEM PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL
The Church is much more than a building. By respecting
the life of the tiny unborn at the Memorial and by the
consoling and healing ministry that accompanies this, we
are building Christ’s Church. By spending Holy Hours
before the Blessed Sacrament, we will be building
Christ’s Church!

You may contribute to this work of God by your dona-
tions to the building fund 2nd collections or at
www.guadalupebakersfield.org/donate using the button
“Give to Our Lady’s Shrine”. Please contribute also with
your prayers.

PRAYER
FOR PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL

Dear Mary and Joseph, Holy Spouses, as a phase of con-
struction for the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe Copa-
troness of the Unborn, please guide us to prepare a Chap-
el for Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, in
imitation of your first adoration of Jesus in the manger of
Bethlehem. Amen.

CAPILLA DE BELEN PARA ADORACION PERPETUA
La Iglesia es mucho mas que un edificio. Respetando la
vida de los pequefios no nacidos en el Memorial y por el
ministerio consolador y sanador que lo acompaiia, esta-
mos edificando la Iglesia de Cristo. jAl pasar las Horas
Santas ante el Santisimo Sacramento, estaremos edifican-
do la Iglesia de Cristo!

Puede contribuir a esta obra de Dios con sus donaciones
para el fondo de construccion de la segunda colecta o en
www.guadalupebakersfield.org/donate usando el boton
“Give to Our Lady’s Shrine”. Por favor contribuya tam-
bién con sus oraciones.

ORACION
POR LA CAPILLA DE ADORACION PERPETUA

Amados Maria y José, como etapa de la construccion del
Santuario de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe copatrona de
los no nacidos, hagannos el favor de guiarnos a preparar
una Capilla de Adoracion Perpetua del Santisimo Sacra-
mento, a imitacidén de su primera adoracion de Jesus en el
pesebre de Belén. Amén.

ELECTRONIC BULLETIN
If you would like to receive our weekly bulletin in your email you
can sign up in our webpage and follow the instructions at:
www.guadalupebakersfield.org

BoLETIN ELECTRONICO
Si le gustaria recibir el boletin en su buzon de correo
electronico puede registrase en la pagina web en:

5 www.guadalupebakersfield.org y siga las indicaciones




Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton’s Story

Mother Seton is one of the keystones of the American
Catholic Church. She founded the first American reli-
gious community for women, the Sisters of Charity. She
opened the first American parish school and established
the first American Catholic orphanage. All this she did in
the span of 46 years while raising her five children.

Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton is a true daughter of the
American Revolution, born August 28, 1774, just two
years before the Declaration of Independence. By birth
and marriage, she was linked to the first families of New
York and enjoyed the fruits of high society. Reared a
staunch Episcopalian, she learned the value of prayer,
Scripture and a nightly examination of conscience. Her
father, Dr. Richard Bayley, did not have much use for
churches but was a great humanitarian, teaching his
daughter to love and serve others.

The early deaths of her mother in 1777 and her baby sis-
ter in 1778 gave Elizabeth a feel for eternity and the tem-
porariness of the pilgrim life on earth. Far from being
brooding and sullen, she faced each new “holocaust,” as
she put it, with hopeful cheerfulness.

At 19, Elizabeth was the belle of New York and married a
handsome, wealthy businessman, William Magee Seton.
They had five children before his business failed and he
died of tuberculosis. At 30, Elizabeth was widowed and
penniless, with five small children to support.

While in Italy with her dying husband, Elizabeth wit-
nessed Catholicity in action through family friends. Three
basic points led her to become a Catholic: belief in the
Real Presence, devotion to the Blessed Mother and con-
viction that the Catholic Church led back to the apostles
and to Christ. Many of her family and friends rejected her
when she became a Catholic in March 1805.

To support her children, she opened a school in Balti-
more. From the beginning, her group followed the lines of
a religious community, which was officially founded in
1809.

The thousand or more letters of Mother Seton reveal the
development of her spiritual life from ordinary goodness
to heroic sanctity. She suffered great trials of sickness,
misunderstanding, the death of loved ones (her husband
and two young daughters) and the heartache of a way-
ward son. She died January 4, 1821, and became the first
American-born citizen to be beatified (1963) and then
canonized (1975). She is buried in Emmitsburg, Mary-
land.

Reflection

Elizabeth Ann Seton had no extraordinary gifts. She was
not a mystic or stigmatic. She did not prophesy or speak in
tongues. She had two great devotions: abandonment to the
will of God and an ardent love for the Blessed Sacrament.
She wrote to a friend, Julia Scott, that she would prefer to
exchange the world for a “cave or a desert.” “But God has
given me a great deal to do, and I have always and hope
always to prefer his will to every wish of my own.” Her
brand of sanctity is open to everyone if we love God and do
his will.

La Historia de Santa Isabel Ann Seton

Madre Seton es una de las piedras angulares de la Iglesia
Catolica Estadounidense. Fund6 la primera comunidad reli-
giosa Estadounidense para mujeres, las Hermanas de la Cari-
dad. Abri6 la primera escuela parroquial Estadounidense y
establecio el primer orfanato Catdlico Estadounidense. Todo
esto lo hizo en el lapso de 46 afios mientras criaba a sus cin-
co hijos.

Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton es una verdadera hija de la Re-
voluciéon Americana, nacida el 28 de agosto de 1774, solo
dos afios antes de la Declaracion de Independencia. Por na-
cimiento y matrimonio, estuvo vinculada a las primeras fa-
milias de Nueva York y disfruté de los frutos de la alta so-
ciedad. Criada como una Episcopal acérrima, aprendié el
valor de la oracion, las Escrituras y un examen de conciencia
nocturno. Su padre, el Dr. Richard Bayley, no usaba mucho
las iglesias, pero era un gran humanitario, y le ensefiaba a su
hija a amar y servir a los demas.

Las primeras muertes de su madre en 1777 y de su hermani-
ta en 1778 le dieron a Elizabeth una sensacion de eternidad y
temporalidad de la vida de peregrino en la tierra. Lejos de
ser melancolica y hosca, se enfrentd a cada nuevo
"holocausto", como ella misma lo expresd, con alegria espe-
ranzada.

A los 19 anos, Elizabeth era la bella de Nueva York y se
caso con un hombre de negocios, apuesto y rico, William
Magee Seton. Tuvieron cinco hijos antes de que su negocio
fracasara y ¢l muriera de tuberculosis. A los 30 afios, Eliza-
beth quedd viuda y sin un centavo, con cinco nifios peque-
flos que mantener.

Mientras estaba en Italia con su esposo moribundo, Eliza-
beth fue testigo de la Catolicidad en accion a través de ami-
gos de la familia. Tres puntos basicos la llevaron a convertir-
se en Catolica: la fe en la Presencia Real, la devocion a la
Santisima Madre y la conviccion de que la Iglesia Catolica
la llevo de regreso a los apostoles y a Cristo. Muchos de sus
familiares y amigos la rechazaron cuando se hizo Catolica
en marzo de 1805.

Para mantener a sus hijos, abri6é una escuela en Baltimore.
Desde el principio, su grupo sigui6 las lineas de una comuni-
dad religiosa, que fue fundada oficialmente en 1809.

Las mil o mas cartas de la Madre Seton revelan el desarrollo
de su vida espiritual desde la bondad ordinaria hasta la santi-
dad heroica. Sufrié grandes pruebas de enfermedad, malen-
tendidos, la muerte de seres queridos (su esposo y dos hijas
pequenas) y el dolor de un hijo descarriado. Murio el 4 de
enero de 1821 y se convirtid en la primera ciudadana nacida
en Estados Unidos en ser beatificada (1963) y luego canoni-
zada (1975). Esta enterrada en Emmitsburg, Maryland.

Reflexion

Elizabeth Ann Seton no tenia dones extraordinarios. Ella no
era mistica ni estigmatica. Ella no profetiz6 ni hablo en len-
guas. Tenia dos grandes devociones: el abandono a la vo-
luntad de Dios y un amor ardiente por el Santisimo Sacra-
mento. Le escribio a una amiga, Julia Scott, que preferiria
cambiar el mundo por una "cueva o un desierto". “Pero
Dios me ha dado mucho que hacer, y siempre he tenido la
esperanza de preferir su voluntad a cada deseo mio”. Su tipo
de santidad esta abierta a todos si amamos a Dios y hace-

6 mos su voluntad.
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