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OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE, CO-PATRONESS : “LLEVA LA BARCA
OF THE UNBORN — VISION STATEMENT , MAR ADENTRO Y
In the spirit of the Holy Family of Nazareth, the mission e
of Our Lady of Guadalupe parish is to be a humble, bilin- SO b ECHEN SUS REI?,ES
gual, pro-life, pro-family Catholic community, joyfully = >~ PARA PESCAR”.
announcing the Gospel. We welcome all to religious edu- L '  i o

cation in the fullness of the Truth entrusted to the Church.
We invite all to celebrate with reverence and unity the
real presence of Christ in the rites of our Liturgy. We call
our members to the humble obedience of faith and to sac-

Christ.

TEOFANIAS

Las lecturas de hoy relatan tres teofanias, o manifestaciones de la presencia de Dios. El profeta Isaias se ve atrapado en una es-
cena dramatica de adoracion celestial, con un trono real, brasas ardientes y serafines que cantan, “Santo, santo, santo”. Isaias esta
sobrecogido. En el salmo responsorial, la asamblea afiade su propia adoracion a la de los serafines: “A la vista de los angeles, cantaré
tus alabanzas, Sefior” (Salmo 138:1).

Pablo recuerda a los corintios su propia experiencia de una aparicion del Sefior después de la resurreccion, lo que lo hace un
apostol, pero “nacido de forma poco comin” (1 corintios 15:8), ya que no conoci6 a Jests de carne y hueso. Los primeros que si
conocieron a Jesus de carne y hueso se sorprendieron por los consejos de como pescar que les dio el maestro que habia solicitado
subir a la barca de Simon, y como consecuencia obtuvieron una pesca extraordinaria. Aunque menos pintoresca que la de Isaias o
Pablo, esta teofania fue igual de extraordinaria.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
Lecturas de Hoy: Isaias 6:1-2a, 3-8 ; Salmo 138 (137) ; 1 Corintios 15:1-11 ; Lucas 5:1-11



F1FTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

February 5 - February 12

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Saturday February 5th

5:30 pm Eng. (Church) Alessandra De La Rosa Birthday

7:00 pm Sp. (Church) ¥ Emily Cerda

Sunday February 6th

6:45 am Eng. (Church) Parishioners

8:15 am Sp. (Shrine) ¥ Hermelinda Anguiano Salinas / Familia
10:00 am Eng. (Church) Angel Luque’s Birthday

10:00 am Sp. (Shrine) { Isaias Ruiz

11:45 am Eng. (Shrine) Fernando Cerda & Anastasia Birthday
12:00 pm Sp. (Church) Guadalupanos

1:45 pm Sp. (Shrine) T Juana Dominguez / Familia Guzman

5:30 pm Sp. (Shrine) Aniversario de Héctor & Maxi Cabrera
6:30 pm Eng. (Church) Angel Lucas’s Birthday
Monday February 7th

7:00 am Eng. (Church) Fr. Gustavo’s Birthday
8:00 am Sp. (Church) Cumpleaiios de Karina Zandate
Tuesday February 8th WEEKDAY
7:00 am Eng. (Church) Holy Souls in Purgatory

8:00 am Sp. (Church)  Rosa, Agustina, Otilia & Benedicta
Wednesday February 9th WEEKDAY
7:00 am Eng. (Church) T Agustina Martinez

8:00 am Sp. (Church) T Raul Romero

Thursday February 10th SAINT SCHOLASTICA
7:00 am Eng. (Church) John Paul Cisneros’ Birthday / Araceli
8:00 am Sp. (Church) ¥ Humberto Gutiérrez & Juana Torres
Friday February 11th WEEKDAY
7:00 am Eng. (Church) T Rosa, Enrique & Salvador / Martha
8:00 am Sp. (Church) T José Luevanos Arellano

9:00 am Eng. (Church) For all the SJS Former Students
Saturday February 12th WEEKDAY
8:00 am Sp. (Church) T Jesus & Panfilita Hernandez

1:00 pm Sp. (Church) 60° Cumpleafios de Gloria Baez

WEEKDAY

Pray for - Oren Por Los Fallecidos
Ernesto Rebanes Gomes, Bartola Concha and Gladys Irene
McCormick
who died recently.

Quinto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
6 de febrero de 2022
De todo corazon te damos gracias,
Sefior, porque escuchaste nuestros ruegos.
— Salmo 138 (137):1
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PARISH DIRECTORY
Oblates of St. Joseph
Fr. Larry Toschi, O.S.J./Pastor Ext. 203
pastor@guadalupebakersfield.org
Fr. John Shearer, O.S.J./Vicar Ext. 206
jshearer@osjusa.org
Fr. Sergio Pérez, O.S.J./Vicar Ext. 205
sperez(@osjusa.org
Fr. Gustavo Lépez, O.S.J./Vicar Ext. 204
frgustavo@osjoseph.org

Parish Office:

(661) 323-3148 ¢ Fax (661) 323-6016
Angela Aguilar/Office Manager Ext. 212
angela@guadalupebakersfield.org
Moénica Alamillo/Secretary Ext. 202
monica@guadalupebakersfield.org
Cynthia Jiménez/Receptionist Ext. 202
cynthia@guadalupebakersfield.org
Dayana Guzman/Receptionist Ext. 201
dayana@guadalupebakersfield.org
Office Hours
Monday 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Tuesday thru Friday
9:00 am to 12:30 pm & 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday

School
(661) 323-60594 Fax (661) 323-6058
Sr. Susana Del Toro Vargas S.J.S/Principal
sdeltoro@olgsjs.org
Dora Loreto/Secretary
dloreto@olgsjs.org

Religious Education
507 E. 11th St.
(661) 323-7642 ¢ Fax (661) 323-6016
Aida Nuiiez/Director
aida@guadalupebakersfield.org
Heidi Mufioz/Assistant
heidi@guadalupebakersfield.org
Office Hours
Monday thru Wednesday
10:00 am to 12:30 am & 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm
And 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm
Saturday 10:00 am to 12:00 pm and 12:30 to 2:00 pm
Sunday 9am to 12pm
Closed Thursday and Friday

Virginia Ruiz/Campaign Director (661) 323-3073
olgcampaign@guadalupebakersfield.org

Cynthia Jiménez/Safe Environment (661) 323-3070
cynthia@guadalupebakersfield.org

Ministries
Nallely Sanchez/Youth Minister (661) 731-2454
Rosa Muiioz/Liturgy Coordinator (661) 809-4534
Toiia Castellanos/Pro-Life Coordinator (661) 397-4811
Maria Neri/Bereavement Coordinator (661) 832-8681
Sandra Garcia/Miscarriage (661) 633-4476
Virginia Ruiz/Post-Abortion Healing (661) 281-9536
) Crescenciano Rosales/Grupos de Oracion (661) 327-0832
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Church Shrine
Collections | 1/30/2022 | Collections | 1/30/2022

5:30 pm Sat. $655(8:15 am $1,506
7:00 pm Sat. $676(10:00 am $1,912
6:45 am $502|11:45am $2.239
10:00 am $1,237(1:45 pm $2,473
12:00 pm $1,572(5:30 pm $897
6:30 pm $619

Total $5,261 | Total $9,027

ToTAL FOR WEEK TO 1/30/2022: $14,288

BuiLpING Funp ToTAL 11/30/2021
Total in the Bank $5,537,288.55

1/30/2022 SECOND COLLECTION:
BuiLbinG Funp $8,756

THis WEEK SECOND COLLECTION
The Second Collection for this week will be for The
Building Fund. Thank You for your generosity.

& Fund

Esta SEMANA SEGUNDA COLECTA
La Segunda Colecta de esta semana sera para el fondo de
construccion. Gracias por su generosidad.

TRock
iR.0.C.K. Youth Group invites all youth, ages 10-13, to
our weekly meetings every 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Thursday of
each month at 6:30pm. Join us for talk sessions, prayer,
and fun activities at San Raphael Room. For more infor-
mation, please call Sonia 369-9296 or Verenice 371-1340.

36TH ANNUAL REVERSE RAFFLE DINNER
THIS SATURDAY

Our Lady of Guadalupe School is hosting it’s 36th annual
Reverse Raffle Dinner to benefit the school “Built on
Faith and Appreciation”. February 12, 2022, cocktails at
5:00 p.m. no host bar, dinner from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
at the Brundage Pavilion. ADULTS ONLY, no children
will be admitted. Steak dinner for two, semi-formal at-
tire. Ticket: $150.00. GrRAND PRrIZE: $8,000.00. For ticket
purchase or more information please call the school of-
fice at 323-6059.

EVENTS CALENDAR
CALENDARIO DE EVENTOS

| Sat. 2/12 Reverse Raffle—Shrine
Wed. 3/2 Ash Wednesday—Multiple Services
I Fri. 3/4-4/8 Stations of the Cross 7:00pm Bilingual—Church
| No Satiation of the Cross on 3/18 and 3/25
Thurs.-Fri. 3/10-18 St. Joseph Novena M-F 7:00pm, Sat. 4:45pm
Sun. 5:45 pm
Fri. 3/18 St. 7pm St. Joseph Bil. Vigil Mass—Church
I sat. 3/19 St. Joseph Day Masses 7am Eng., 8am Sp. —Church
| Fri. 3/25 Spiritual Adoption & Blessing of Pregnant Mothers Mass
Bil. 7pm—Church
| Sat.-Sun. 3/26-27 LGL Retreat—OLG Hall
Thurs. 4/7 Chrism Mass & Recollection—Holy Spirit Church—Fresno

Open Meetings this Week

Juntas Abiertas esta Semana
Mon. 2/7 6:30 pm Grupos de Oracion—Holy Spirit
Mon. 2/7 7:00 pm Al-Anon Fe y Esperanza—St. Joseph Marello
Tues. 2/8 6:30 pm Bible Study—Social Hall
Wed. 2/9 6:00 pm Saulo de Tarso Jévenes Adultos—Social Hall
Wed. 2/9 6:00 pm Come to the Table Ministry—St. Therese
Thurs. 2/10 6:00 pm Saulo de Tarso Teens—Social Hall
Thurs. 2/10 6:30 pm iRock Jr High Youth—St. Raphael
Fri. 2/11 6:00 pm Saulo de Tarso Jovenes Adultos—Social Hall
Sat. 2/12 5:00 pm Saulo de Tarso Familia—St. Gabriel
Sat. 2/12 6:00 pm Saulo de Tarso Jévenes Adultos—Social Hall

AL-ANON
Si sufres por el alcoholismo de un familiar, hay solucion.
Te esperamos en el grupo de Amor, Fe y Esperanza de Al
-Anén. Las reuniones son los lunes de 7:00 a 8:30pm en
el salon de San José Marello en el Santuario de la Brunda-
ge. Para mas informacion favor de llamar a Johanna al
332-0524 o a Rossi al 331-8479

1IROCK
iR.0.C K invita a todos los jovenes, de 10 a 13 afios, a las
reuniones semanales cada ler, 2do y 3er jueves del mes a
las 6:30pm. Acompaiios para sesiones de conversacion,
oracion y actividades divertidas en el salén San Rafael.
Para mas informacion, llame a Sonia 369-9296 o Vereni-
ce 371-1340.

36° SORTEO - CENA ANUAL

ESTE SABADO
La Escuela de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe tendra su 36°
Sorteo-Cena anual para beneficio de la escuela
“Construyendo en Fe y Apreciacion”. El 12 de febrero
del 2022, cocteles a las 5:00 p.m. cena de 6:00 p.m. a
7:00 p.m. en el Pabellon de la Brundage. ADULTOS
SOLAMENTE, no se admitirdn nifios. Cena para dos,
codigo de vestir es semi-formal. Boletos: $150.00. PRE-
MI0 MAYOR: $8,000.00. Para comprar boletos o para mas
informacion favor de llamar a la oficina de la escuela al
323-6059.




BisHoP CELEBRATING OUR 1:45pM MASS

TobAy
Bishop, Joseph Brennan, will celebrate our 1:45 pm Mass
today. He will institute 10 parishioners as acolytes. He will
bless our Bethlehem Chapel Construction. Don’t miss it!

The acolyte is a lay person (male or female) instituted by
the bishop for the service of the altar and to assist the priest
and deacon. He or she is primarily responsible for preparing
the altar and the sacred vessels and, if necessary, distrib-
uting Communion to the faithful, of which he or she is an
extraordinary minister.

Many of the functions of altar servers (“altar servers” or
sometimes called “acolytes” without being instituted) are
primarily those of the Instituted Acolyte (IA). The other
servers do them in the absence of the IA, who is specially
authorized by the Bishop to do them.

When there is a need for an extraordinary minister of com-
munion (EMC) the Instituted Acolyte is the first among
them, who serve when there are not enough Priests, Dea-
cons or Instituted Acolytes. The EMC are commissioned by
the Bishop for a specific temporary period in a specific
place, while the IA are authorized permanently. Thus, the
IA performs functions already known and carried out by
servers of the altar, Sacristans, and EMC, but it does so
through greater official authorization from the Church.

In addition, the IA can perform services not allowed to oth-
er non-instituted ministers. He can purify the sacred vessels.
In the absence of the Priest and Deacon, when determined
by the pastor, he may expose and replace the Blessed Sacra-
ment for Public Adoration or lead a celebration of the Word
with distribution of Holy Communion.

Thanks be to God, our Bishop, the Holy Spouses, and to all
parishioners who pray for and contribute to the Bethlehem
Perpetual Adoration Chapel, we are happy that construction
is finally beginning. Due to delays beyond our control, ris-
ing inflation, and increased construction cost, the budget
has now climbed to $2,947,000. We ask for your extra fi-
nancial sacrifices this year to help fund this amount. Please
continue to pray for construction to go smoothly, be com-
pleted in a timely manner, and turn out most beautifully so
that Our Lord may be properly adored every hour of every
day without end.

EL OBISPO CELEBRARA NUESTRA MiISA DE 1:45pM

Hoy
El obispo, Joseph Brennan, celebrard nuestra Misa de la
1:45 pm hoy. Instituird 10 acélitos de nuestra parroquia. El
bendecira la Construccion de nuestra Capilla de Belén. ;No
te lo pierdas!

El acolito es un laico (vardén o mujer) instituido por el obispo
para el servicio del altar y para ayudar al sacerdote y al dia-
cono. A ¢l o ella compete, principalmente, preparar el altar y
los vasos sagrados y, si es necesario, distribuir a los fieles la
Comunion, de la cual es ministro extraordinario.

Muchas de las funciones de los servidores del altar
(“monaguillos” o a veces llamados “acolitos” sin ser institui-
dos) son propias primeramente del Acdlito Instituido (AI).
Los otros servidores las hacen en ausencia del Al, quien es
especialmente autorizado por el Obispo para hacerlas.

Cuando hay necesidad de un ministro extraordinario de comu-
nién (MEC) el Acolito Instituido es el primero entre ellos,
quienes sirven cuando no hay suficientes Sacerdotes, Diaco-
nos o Acodlitos Instituidos. Los MEC son comisionados por el
Obispo por un especifico plazo temporaneo en un lugar espe-
cifico, mientras los Al son autorizados permanentes. Asi el Al
hace funciones ya conocidas y desempefiadas por servidores
del altar, Sacristanes, y MEC, pero las hace por una mayor
autorizacion oficial de la Iglesia.

Ademas, el Al puede hacer unos servicios no permitidos a
otros ministros no instituidos. Puede purificar los vasos sagra-
dos. En ausencia de Sacerdote y Diacono, cuando determina-
do por el parroco, puede exponer y reponer el Santisimo para
Adoracion Publica o también guiar una celebracion de la Pa-
labra con distribucion de la Sagrada Comunion.

Gracias a Dios, a nuestro Obispo, a los Santos Esposos y a
todos los feligreses que oran y contribuyen para la Capilla de
Adoracion Perpetua de Belén, estamos felices de que final-
mente comience la construccion. Debido a demoras fuera de
nuestro control, inflacion creciente y costos de construccion
mas altos, el presupuesto ha subido ahora a $2,947,000. Le
pedimos sus sacrificios financieros adicionales este afio para
ayudar a financiar esta cantidad. Contintie orando para que la
construccion se desarrolle sin problemas, se termine a tiempo
y de la manera mas hermosa para que Nuestro Sefior pueda
ser adorado adecuadamente cada hora de cada dia sin fin.

THE DIOCESE OF FRESNO IS HIRING!

Marketing and Communication Specialist

A Marketing and Communication Specialist, at the direction of the
Director, assists creating and publishing content, overseeing office
activities, brainstorming ideas and assists with developing newsletters
and other publications. Assists the Director in writing press releases,
monitoring media coverage, and attend both external and internal events.
Their primary duty revolves around ensuring internal operations run
effortlessly, provide essential assistance to the communications
department, and upholding the Diocese’s external image

Learn more:
https://dioceseoffresno.org/office-of-human-resources/

Flocknote
Escanee el codigo QR con su teléfono para
Registrarse y recibir informacion de nuestra parroquia
por mensaje de texto/correo electronico

B
e

Flocknote
Scan the QR code with your phone to register and receive
regular text/email information from our parish.




OUuUR LADY OF GUADALUPE SYNOD
NEXT SATURDAY

The Synod is a process of "journeying, listening, and dis-
cerning" with each other, guided by the Holy Spirit to-
wards a better understanding of the church we are now
and the church we hope to become for future generations,
fully claiming our roles as sons and daughters of God and
authentic disciples of his Son, Jesus Christ. Please join us
for a question and discussion style meeting in the Guada-
lupe Hall on February 19th from 6:30 to 8 pm. When we
say "our church", who is a part of it? Do I feel invited to
be part of the journey? Help us answer questions like
these and become part of the synod on synodality. God
and the church want to hear your voice! For questions
please contact Erika Salazar at (661)205-8456.

2022 WORLD MARRIAGE DAY
ANNIVERSARY MASS

2022 World Marriage Day Anniversary Mass with Bishop
Joseph V. Brennan, D.D. will be celebrated on Sunday,
February 20, 2022, at 3:00 pm at Saint Anthony of Padua
Parish in Fresno. Couples celebrating a landmark anniver-
sary of 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, or 65
and above in 2022 OR 2021 are invited to join in this spe-
cial liturgy. The $10.00 donation helps defray the cost of
the event, however, no Jubilee couple will be turned away
because of the lack of funds. Anniversary couples will be
seated together on a first come, first serve basis and ac-
cording to special needs. Register online at:
https://form.jotform.com/RoseHernandez/2022-wmd,

or by calling our office at (559) 488- 7474. Each couple
who registers by February 14th will receive a certificate
and a special gift. For safety, there will be seating with
distancing, and there will be no reception after Mass.

SINODO DE NUESTRA SENORA DE GUADALUPE

PROXIMO SABADO

El Sinodo es un proceso de "caminar, escuchar y discernir"
unos con otros, guiados por el Espiritu Santo hacia una me-
jor comprension de la iglesia que somos ahora y la iglesia
que esperamos llegar a ser para las generaciones futuras,
reivindicando plenamente nuestro papel como hijos e hijas
de Dios y auténticos discipulos de su Hijo, Jesucristo. Unase
a nosotros para una reunion de estilo de discusion y pregun-
tas en el Salon Guadalupe el 19 de febrero de 6:30pm a
8:00pm. Cuando decimos "nuestra iglesia", ;quién es parte
de ella? ;Me siento invitado a ser parte del viaje? Ayudanos
a responder preguntas como estas y formar parte del sinodo
sobre la sinodalidad. {Dios y la iglesia quieren escuchar tu
voz! Si tiene preguntas, comuniquese con Erika Salazar al
661-205-8456.

MiSA DE ANIVERSARIO DEL DiA MUNDIAL

DEL MATRIMONIO 2022
La Misa de Aniversario del Dia Mundial del Matrimonio
2022 con el Obispo Joseph V. Brennan, D.D. sera celebrada
con las Parejas de Aniversarios el Domingo, 20 de febrero
del 2022, a las 3:00 pm en la Parroquia de San Antonio de
Padua en Fresno. Esta celebracion es para las parejas cele-
brando sus aniversarios especiales de 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30,
35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, o mas de 65 afios en el afio 2022 o
2021. La donacion de $10.00 de registracion ayuda cone los
gastos del evento. Sin embargo, ninguna pareja sera recha-
zada por falta de fondos. Las parejas se sentaran juntas con-
forme vayan llegando y si tienen necesidades especiales. En
la entrada principal de la Iglesia revisaran su registracion y
le asignacion de los asientos. Inscribase en linea
https://form.jotform.com/RoseHernandez/2022-wmd,
o llame a nuestra oficina, (559) 488-7474. Cada pareja que
se registre para el 14 de febrero recibira un certificado y un
regalo especial. Por seguridad, habra asientos con distancia,
y no habra recepcion después de la misa.

BETHLEHEM PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL
The Church is much more than a building. By respecting
the life of the tiny unborn at the Memorial and by the
consoling and healing ministry that accompanies this, we
are building Christ’s Church. By spending Holy Hours
before the Blessed Sacrament, we will be building
Christ’s Church!

You may contribute to this work of God by your dona-
tions to the building fund 2nd collections or at
www.guadalupebakersfield.org/donate using the button
“Give to Our Lady’s Shrine”. Please contribute also with
your prayers.

PRAYER
FOR PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL

Dear Mary and Joseph, Holy Spouses, as a phase of con-
struction for the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe Copa-
troness of the Unborn, please guide us to prepare a Chap-
el for Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, in
imitation of your first adoration of Jesus in the manger of
Bethlehem. Amen.

CAPILLA DE BELEN PARA ADORACION PERPETUA
La Iglesia es mucho mas que un edificio. Respetando la
vida de los pequefios no nacidos en el Memorial y por el
ministerio consolador y sanador que lo acompana, esta-
mos edificando la Iglesia de Cristo. jAl pasar las Horas
Santas ante el Santisimo Sacramento, estaremos edifican-
do la Iglesia de Cristo!

Puede contribuir a esta obra de Dios con sus donaciones
para el fondo de construccion de la segunda colecta o en
www.guadalupebakersfield.org/donate usando el boton
“Give to Our Lady’s Shrine”. Por favor contribuya tam-
bién con sus oraciones.

ORACION
POR LA CAPILLA DE ADORACION PERPETUA

Amados Maria y José, como etapa de la construccion del
Santuario de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe copatrona de
los no nacidos, hagannos el favor de guiarnos a preparar
una Capilla de Adoracion Perpetua del Santisimo Sacra-
mento, a imitacién de su primera adoracion de Jesus en el
pesebre de Belén. Amén.




Saint Scholastica’s Story

Twins often share the same interests and ideas with an
equal intensity. Therefore, it is no surprise that Scholastica
and her twin brother, Benedict, established religious com-
munities within a few miles from each other.

Born in 480 of wealthy parents, Scholastica and Benedict
were brought up together until he left central Italy for
Rome to continue his studies.

Little is known of Scholastica’s early life. She founded a
religious community for women near Monte Cassino at
Plombariola, five miles from where her brother governed
a monastery.

The twins visited each other once a year in a farmhouse
because Scholastica was not permitted inside the monas-
tery. They spent these times discussing spiritual matters.

According to the Dialogues of St. Gregory the Great, the
brother and sister spent their last day together in prayer
and conversation. Scholastica sensed her death was close
at hand and she begged Benedict to stay with her until the
next day.

He refused her request because he did not want to spend a
night outside the monastery, thus breaking his own Rule.
Scholastica asked God to let her brother remain and a se-
vere thunderstorm broke out, preventing Benedict and his
monks from returning to the abbey.

Benedict cried out, “God forgive you, Sister. What have
you done?” Scholastica replied, “I asked a favor of you
and you refused. I asked it of God and he granted it.”

Brother and sister parted the next morning after their long
discussion. Three days later, Benedict was praying in his
monastery and saw the soul of his sister rising heaven-
ward in the form of a white dove. Benedict then an-
nounced the death of his sister to the monks and later bur-
ied her in the tomb he had prepared for himself.

Reflection

Scholastica and Benedict gave themselves totally to God and
gave top priority to deepening their friendship with him
through prayer. They sacrificed some of the opportunities
they would have had to be together as brother and sister in
order better to fulfill their vocation to the religious life. In
coming closer to Christ, however, they found they were also
closer to each other. In joining a religious community, they
did not forget or forsake their family but rather found more
brothers and sisters.

La historia de Santa Escolastica

Los gemelos muchas veces comparten los mismos intereses
e ideas con la misma intensidad. Por lo tanto, no sorprende
que Escoléstica y su hermano gemelo, Benedicto, establecie-
ran comunidades religiosas a unas pocas millas de distancia
el uno del otro.

Nacido en 480 de padres adinerados, Escolastica y Benedic-
to se criaron juntos hasta que el se fue de Italia central a Ro-
ma para continuar sus estudios.

Poco se sabe de la vida temprana de Escoléstica Fund6 una
comunidad religiosa para mujeres cerca de Monte Cassino
en Plombariola, a cinco millas de donde su hermano gober-
naba un monasterio.

Los gemelos se visitaban una vez al afio en una granja por-
que no se permitia a Escolastica entrar al monasterio. Pasa-
ron estos tiempos discutiendo asuntos espirituales.

Segun los Dialogos de San Gregorio Magno, el hermano y la
hermana pasaron su ultimo dia juntos en oraciéon y conversa-
cion. Escolastica sintio que su muerte estaba cerca y le rogo
a Benedict que se quedara con ella hasta el dia siguiente.

El rechazo su pedido porque no queria pasar la noche fuera
del monasterio, rompiendo asi su propia Regla. Escolastica
le pidi6 a Dios que permitiera que su hermano se quedara y
se desaté una fuerte tormenta que impidié que Benedicto y
sus monjes regresaran a la abadia.

Benedicto grito: “;Dios la perdone, hermana. Que has he-
cho?”” Escolastica respondid: “Te pedi un favor y lo rehusas-
te. Se lo pedi a Dios y me lo concedi6”.

Hermano y hermana se separaron a la mafiana siguiente des-
pués de una larga discusion. Tres dias después, Benedicto
XVI estaba rezando en su monasterio y vio el alma de su
hermana ascender hacia el cielo en forma de paloma blanca.
Benedicto luego anuncié la muerte de su hermana a los mon-
jes y luego la enterr6 en la tumba que habia preparado para
si mismo.

Reflexion

Escolastica y Benedicto se entregaron totalmente a Dios y
dieron méaxima prioridad a profundizar su amistad con ¢l a
través de la oracion. Sacrificaron algunas de las oportunida-
des que habrian tenido de estar juntos como hermano y her-
mana para cumplir mejor con su vocacion a la vida religiosa.
Sin embargo, al acercarse a Cristo, descubrieron que tam-
bién estaban mas cerca el uno del otro. Al unirse a una co-
munidad religiosa, no olvidaron ni abandonaron a su familia,
sino que encontraron mas hermanos y hermanas.
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